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used. The bride's priest, addressing the bridegroom,
says : " The bride says to you, {If you live happy, keep
me happy also; if you be in trouble, I will be in
trouble also ; you must support me, and must not
leave me when I suffer; you must always keep with
me, and pardon all my faults, and your pujas, pilgrimages,
fastings, incense, and all other religious duties you must
not perform without me; you must not defraud me
regarding conjugal love; you must have nothing to do
with another woman while I live; you must consult me
in all that you do, and you must always tell me the
truth. Vishnu, fire, and the Brahmans are witnesses
between you and me.'" The bridegroom replies : <f I will
all my lifetime do just as the bride requires of me, but
she must also make me some promises: she must go
with me through suffering and trouble, and must always
be obedient to me; she must never go to her father's
house unless she is asked by him; and when she sees
another man in better circumstances, or more beautiful
than I am, she must not despise or slight me." To this
the bride replies: " I will all my life do just as you
require of me; Vishnu, fire, and the Brahmans are
witnesses between us." After other texts have been
recited bride and bridegroom bow to the sun. The
bridegroom then raises his hand over the right shoulder
of the bride, touches her heart, places a little vermilion
on the parting of her hair, puts his shoes on her feet,
and then removes them. A piece of silk cloth is now
thrown over the heads of the newly-married couple, the
bridegroom draws aside her veil, and, in many cases,
sees her face for the first time. They are now conducted
into the women's apartments, where amidst great
merriment, he takes another peep at his wife's face. He
then returns to the place of worship, and the religious